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changes have been measured, and then only crudely.  Levels of nutrient
intake that have been monitored have remained relatively constant
between 1909 and the present, but data indicate that this constancy
obscures major unmeasured changes in intake of other substances result-
ing from the declining consumption of certain commodities; changes in
the forms in which foods are consumed; or the introduction of entirely
new products and substances.

The relationship between these changes in the food supply and the
incidence of cancer is not yet clear. The fact that the food supply
has undergone major changes while the rates of cancer at most sites
have been relatively constant may suggest that none of the changes has
an effect on cancer incidence, that the changes have occurred too
recently to produce an effect, or, more likely, that some changes have
had a positive and some a negative impact. Data reviewed in this re-
port indicate that a number of substances in food other than nutrients
may play a role in the causation or the prevention of cancer. Thus, it
may be important in epidemiolgical studies to consider a variety of
food classifications and to monitor changes in the food supply in
addition to those that affect nutrients.